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THE	O’CONNORS	ON	THE	MEDWAY	1857	

Passengers	on	the	Medway		
	
A	search	of	Passenger	Lists	for	the	Medway	has	resulted	in	more	work	being	required	to	
clarify	the	nature	of	the	immigration.		On	face	value,	it	seems	that	the	following	O’Connors	
came	as	Unassisted	Passengers:	
	
Ellen	(aged	54)	–	wife	of	Michael	Connor	and	mother	of	Andrew	
Ellen	(aged	18)	–	daughter	of	Ellen	and	sister	of	Andrew	
Andrew	(aged	22)	–	one	of	Ellen	and	Michael’s	eight	children	
Marg(aret)	(aged	21)	–	Andrew’s	wife	
Michael	(infant	aged	<1	year)	–	son	of	Andrew	and	Margaret	
	
An	extract	of	the	actual	handwritten	ship’s	manifest,	showing	Family	name,	given	name,	
ages	(male/female	married	couple,	then	male/female	singles,	children	under	12,	and	
male/female	infants):	

	

	
	
	
Yet	the	above,	together	with	three	other	brothers,	also	appear	as	Assisted	Passengers	on	
the	Medway	in	1857.	
	
A	separate	part	of	the	Manifest	however	shows	just	the	other	brothers:		
Fenton	(aged	19)	–	brother	of	Andrew	
Michael	(aged	20)	–	brother	of	Andrew	
Patrick	(aged	24)	–	brother	of	Andrew	
And	here	is	a	copy	of	the	handwritten	Manifest	showing	them	as	Labourers/Irish:	
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Note	that	these	three	brothers	had	each	reduced	their	age	down	by	around	5	years	(real	
age	is	estimated	based	on	Baptism	records),	possibly	to	make	themselves	more	“attractive”	
as	young,	fit	labourers.		But	generally,	the	Irish	of	this	era,	perhaps	through	ignorance,	
didn’t	place	great	store	on	such	niceties	as	birth	dates	and	ages.	
	
The	Medway	was	just	one	of	a	large	number	of	boats	bringing	immigrants	to	Australia	
during	and	after	the	Gold	Rush.		For	example,	in	1857	alone,	the	year	the	O’Connors	
arrived,	there	were	almost	30	boats	carrying	a	total	of	nearly	10,000	immigrants	with	about	
half	of	the	arrivals	being	Irish.		There	were	also	more	than	80	deaths	at	sea	on	these	
voyages	but	thankfully	only	one	on	the	Medway.			
	
1857	-	Shipping	from	UK	to	Victoria	with	Assisted	Passengers	
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The	following	is	the	news	clipping	identifying	the	arrival	of	the	Medway	on	19	December	
1857:	
	
	
Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Monday 21 December 1857, page 4 
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Interestingly,	the	passengers	on	the	Medway	were	deeply	impressed	with	the	work	of	J.S.	
Wilkinson,	the	surgeon-superintendent,	as	evidenced	with	the	following	newspaper	report.	
	

Testimonial	by	Medway	Passengers	for	the	Surgeon-Superintendent	
From	The	Argus	Friday	1	January	1858,	page	1	

	

	
	
	
	


